Grece to you and peaca from God our Falher. Thes monih, Buddhisis calabrals
fhe Vesak Day o commemoraie the enighianmant of Buddha, Richard Lim,
sanior SPH Edior, wrole an aricls 0 the Sunday Times, May 8 entifled
"Emslemn Wisdom, Weasiem Froni™. He noted that "Buddhism
may be all bul dead in India, but it |s cerainly very much
emboraced in the Wesl, with hundreds of centers, monasienes
and retreats all over.” He quoted Albert Einstein as saying,
"The refigion of the fulure will be a cosmic raligion. If thare is
any refigion that could cope with modem scientific nesds, it
would be Buddhism.” It appears that Chrislianity s losng
ground and waning Does Buddhism pose a serious
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reality no. Lat me explain; COE

\. Tradtionally many Chiness shy sway from | plunges to
Christianlty saying that it is a forsign religion with S101
Western roots. Buddhism s interesting. It is an iy
equally foreign religion with rools amang the indo- | ST O

plzewhare essentially demoiished fhe fiimsy reason
for rejecting Christianity as foreign religion. :
2. Buddhisn has no sysiamatic cosmology — what |
maan s that, one & hard-pressad 1o fing any
cohareni account of the orign of the universse. So
far | only came across in the Agunna Sulra, &
Buddhisl teed, a very brefl and sompy account of the beginming of the
unverse, Most Buddhis® cosmolodies of hoavens are speculaive. Thiesr
idaa of hall is also no kesa incoharenl and il definad. In fact the Chinese




has sa Influenced the Buddhist ooncapt of hell as refiecied in e Yo Lan
Pen that it is @ "rojak” of Tacist / Buddhist/ Confucianis! concepts.

4, Buddhism has no clear explanation for the ongin of e and the word's
amazingly intricate designa. The Bitke in contrast begins with that.

4, Buddhism does not really have a handle on reality — as Richard Lim noted,
sesing everything including seff as an llusion. Escapism is perhaps an apt
desaripior. Christianity on the cther hand comes to grip with the reality of
sin and emphasize repentance and renewal of mind and life.

5 The major tenets and leachings of Buddhism have not really improved
human civiization of culture. Look af India, China, Japan, Burma and
Thailand the bastion of Buddhism. Thelr populace still languishes either in
poverty or spirifual lossness. The fuct thal Mother Theresa has to come in
to render solace and alms the destitte and sick in Calcuita speaks
volumes, |t is no secret thal many Thals are now disenchanted with their
Buddhist Sangha after numerous scandals

8. The major premise of Buddhism = the belief in reincamnation has never
been proven under scrutiny. Many so-called phentmenal cases fell apant
under close investigations — example the Spanish boy sensation who was
purportadly the reincamation of a Tibetan lama.  invesligaions revesded
that his parents although Spamsh and were staunch Suddhist even before
hia birth, so guess what?

7. The Buddhis's emphasis on ssif-efion towards enlightenment and denial of
the Almighty Creator God can only spell disaster for humankind. Rallgion
after religion, philosophy after philosophy and polifical systems has failed to
bring Utopla, paradise or enfighienment fo humankind.  The basic reason.,
man 18 by nature sl and onclean. We nead Diving Indervention... "For
God 50 loved the world that He gave His Only Son.." John 3:18a

8. Buddhism, as Richard Lim wrole, regards despair as (he beginning of
wisdom. For Christians, the reverent fear of the LORD of hope s the
beginning of wisdom. . the fear of the LORD is the controlling principle of
wisdom. . not recognizing or acknowledging our Cramtor will indeed bring
doom 1o hmanind

Finally, the Gospel is nol about what we can or should do %o achieve

immartality. Naither is || a philosophy of man. It is God's revelation of what He

has DONE for us in Christ Jesus our Losd, Halbelgah, What a Saviourill

Richard Lim's article falled |0 sway me an iola as to the afficacy of the Gospel

It is Indeed Good News for modermn man and throughoud stemity. Amen




“E-commerce activity is still healthy,” reads the headline in Streatsmart this [o®
of May, and the report goes on to say that “E-COMMERCE has grown, despite the
current economic slowdown and the bursting of the dot-com bubble.” Optimists will say
that the phenomenon of dot-coma patients dying or recuperating under intensive care in
sickbays worldwide is only a phase that will pass sooner or later. How much sooner or
later, no one dares hazard a guess. I am neither excited nor depressed by all the
conflicting positive reports and negative forewarnings traded in the media, but from
fatigue I cannot escape. Yet, I still maintain no fear because I have my own optimism
albeit in a different way. Before letting you into this optimism, let’s have a quick look at
a sampling of events in recent times.

Net stocks keep on rising (July 1998)
Internet stocks continued climbing today,
with Amazon.com ... leading the way.

With Inlernet stocks soaring, Yahoo
cofounder Jerry Yang today became the lalest
Net executive to gsin entry into the
billionaire club, joining ... Amazon.com
chief executive Jeff Bezos.

hares rose 0.375 to 122.75. (Jul
1999

Stocks Fall Sharply Again (1999)
Technology stocks knock 1he wind out of US

stock markets. Yahoo, Amazon, and America
Online were hit particularly hard.

The reports on the left were culled
from news archives. The story of Amazon.com
is an example that tells the obvious about the
unpredictable gyrations of human fortunes. To
all of us, perhaps, who do not dabble in the
stock market, we may just read the news with a
shrug of our shoulders, or just scan it with a
cannot-be-bothered frame of mind. It is the
same frame of mind that you can easily cope
with when you read of riots in our geographical
neighbourhoods or unrest in the Middle East —
you may have a sense of bewilderment; nay, a
bit of concem, but not too much of it simply
because you are not actually there to
experience the immediate and direct impact.
The reality is that our lives and well being are

intertwined with what happen even at the opposite face of the globe, because the world
has shrunk tremendously with the all-pervasive Technology that has only recently made
people heady with an Internet gold rush. It is this same Technology that whips up
hurricanes as it moves trillions of dollars across the world on a daily basis. It has been
reported that in the past year alone, Mr Bill Gates’ worth dropped by a value as much as
£26 billion; i.e., in just a year! I dream of how pleasant it would be if the sum had been

better appropriated to feed the millions dying of hunger around the world before it



disappeared into nowhere. Sadly indeed, gigantic sums have been appearing from and
disappearing to nowhere regularly. You may have $1 million or $100 billion today being
prepared for a rainy day, but zilch tomorrow. A fool and his money are soon parted. What
happened to Amazon.com after 1999? Like every human instrument of wealth, it has
been a common story of hitting record heights and plunging to record depths — meaning
that values swell and vaporise overnight without purpose. According to a Newsweek
(Apr 16, 2001) report, the Amazon’s stock price had been down from a fat three figures
to several bucks short of the price of a brand of CD. Whether it is a rags-to-riches or
riches-to-rags tale in the New Economy, the characteristic unpredictability is always
there. This is why wise people never bank their lives on worldly indulgences that offer no
real comfort of security. (See Prov. 14:24 and James 5:2)

Closer home, PCCW (the high-flying Hongkong telco that beat SingTel only
last year in the bidding war for HK Telecom), crashed from a value of US$70 billion to
USS$12 billion as at early March. On hindsight, it might have been a blessing to us that
SingTel did not succeed in acquiring HK Telecom, a deal that would cost some US$30
billion. As providence would have it, it was SingTel’s turn to sing and dance as it basked
in the media sunshine with her acquisition of Australia’s C&W Optus Ltd at a price
premium of 20%. Yet, according to the Straits Times, 96 million SingTel shares were
sold down to a 10-month low upon news of the deal. The fact is that there was both joy
and fear among people — a glaring testimony that nobody can really gainsay what
direction we are heading in our craving for more of the New Economy cake.

I hope for the best in everything, but the best is not for the asking, The best
hopes and the worst fears take their turns to peer out of the horizon, as though playing a
game of hide-and-seek with people who are eagle-eyed for grabbing opportunities. If the
reduction of the minimum tender price for 3G mobile licences by an amount of $500 000
within a short period does not startle enough in affirming the reality of precipitous tuns
of events in the stale New Economy, then the looming prospect of a recession in the U.S.
must send shivers down the spines of those who remember the Great Depression which
descended first on the U.S. and then the rest of the world bringing unemployment to
millions and sinking Singapore’s trade with the West to abysmal depths. Reminiscing
the Depression, a teenager let flow his poignant thoughts about hope and despair:

1
"We thought it was the magic carpet...

the click of the rails...romance." E

"The end of the rainbow was always
somewhere else and it kept us moving." ;

"Most of all I remember the loneliness. b
More than once I cried. I felt so sad,
so utterly alone."




In the current demise or pear-demise of e-partals, advertising dollars are all
fizzling out and cannot be counted on éor revival of life o just to maintain & measure of
buoyancy when once (nal 5o long ago) their flow was thought of as interminable and
even youngsiers prematurely planning their moves were awestruck by the great promises
af anything 1o do with the Net and Technology. Don't say now thal many nowW are not
being caught in a net where they <an neither stay comforiable nor escape.

Man is not in charge of his destiny, which is In the hands of nature, To quole
Eranklin Roosevelt (U.S President during the Depression vears), “To some generations,
much is given. OF other generations, much is expected " The questions 1 would like to
ask: “Wha gives?" and “Who expects?™

Does man give to the world the harvest of what he sows by his armogant
assumption of power to change the face of nature {say, with the questionable aspects of
his wark on genemics)? Does man s2l his own expectations for fulfiiment or frustration?
| am now not thinking of how recenl history told us about financial institutions and
nations plunged into misery by greed and follies or by the immeasurable power of the IT
mionster

Man 15 not only driven to dizzying heights of
pleasure or depths of depwession by the moods
of bulls and bears; he i5 also the smariest
creature on Earth being taken hostage by
humble cows and lowly animals with cloven
hooves,

{Forgel about flu-struck birds and carcinogenic
salmons.)

As man wimesses the incinesation of pigs, sheep and cows in hundreds of
thousands, he may sigh, “Oh poor pigs, pliful sheep, wretched cows.” Waonder aloud,
er himself § ini an end od species, First it was Mad Cow

scourge, then the HFMD epidemic, what next?

| doubt all tragedies have anything to do with luck as a British Frm owner
would like to think: “Every way we lum, everything we do - it's all bad Juck.”

Mevertheless, the suffering farmer and his oowntry
folks can be excused [or their nation of hard luck when,
apart from ailing animals, they had also had more than
enough of a worst flood in 50 years last awtum,
Altogether, the financial loss from plungmng Farming
income (down T0R6), a hetty price tag in billions of pounds
just for cows pone msane, sharp drops in {OUrist TEvenwes,
ste. 15 inestimable.

Are we in Southeast Asia immune from the reverberations of happenings in Europe?
Sadly, viruses, human disasters and Acts of God are known 10 travel freely at specds
allowed by modem technology without the checks of passports or visas. Albeil the



lumitic cows are ol known (o have made therr home in Asia, "the UN Food &
Agriculture Orgmnisation has declared that all natfons should consider themselves i risk,
though many seem unprepared.” (Commentary in *TODAY' - 28" March)

As man reaps the benefits of high-speed travel facilitated by technology, will there
be n payback time? We may try to contain physical contagions by physical means, but
spiritual contagions have to be contained by spiritual means. Tuming to the Bible for
advice 1o resalve our predicaments withoul praverful recourse (0 the Holy Spiril a5 our
Counsellor is half effort with half gain. | have shared my piece (February Vine) revealing
hew the vehemence of an unnecessary debate in a faraway place on Bible transistions can
repch our shores af the speed of electrical signals just with a few clicks of the computer
mouse, Dr Bloomquist has alse helpfully shared his significant insight on the issue in
March Vine Before you decide that you have had enough of the Bible translations issue,
tell me whether you feal like grinning at or lnmenting the ingenuity or absurdity of 2 new
translation of the Bible in Cockney slang coming oul in London. [T you do mol know whii
Cockney is, vou may be lorgiven 1o think of the transiation as cockiales after reading the
following samplas from it quoted in March |2 Mewsweek or the Internet:

o  “Cod said to Moah ... | want you 1o build a big nanny, made from really pood
wiood,” (S0 Moah built o bloomin® massive nanny.}

s “Jacoh gave n beantiful decorated weasel to Joseph as & present.”
»  “Guv, please give us some Uncle Fred ..."

®  Jesus making & Jim Skinner for five thousand geerers with just five loaves of
Lincle Med and two Lillian Gish

#  David and thal massive geszer Goliath

The Archbishop of Canlerbury, Ceorge Carey,
wrote the foreword te the book.

“Cockney"” or “Cockiales”, my feeling is that the
translation s & testimony of how the Holy Bible iz subject
o cavalier treatment by some people. [T vou have playsd
the game of “passing the message from beginning of a line
to the end of 1", you know how bil by bit distortions iske
place along the message’s “conveyor belt until it becomes
complelely pul of shape Rather then "[putiing] energy and
paszion back imto the stories” and geiting people o “[read]
the Bible who would not normally do so ...", according o
the Archbishop, | fear that bit by bit, like in the “passing
the messape™ pume, youngsters grow up to become adulis who in tum lead on the
generation after to take fancy in the so-called “hible” a5 a beautiful read with all the holy
facts twisiod.

Huitan enterprize knows no limits, [T the Cockney translation of the Bible is an
example of “spiritual™ inventiveness, then the race among selentists around the world (o




come out with the first human clone, even if in the name of scientific gain, does not lose
out in competition as a creative enterprise of a high order with the potential of usurping
God’s Adam-and-Eve model of propagating the human race. Does
this suggest that man ¢f&fERaftred has the potential of doing things better than
God? If so, then God must have created man to rise above Him in
wisdom to take over His throne. Instead, I would say that it is man
who, by his foolishness, risks finding himself being
confronted by his own Frankenstein monster beyond his wildest
imagination. Already, according to a BBC report early this month, an
accident in human cloning has occurred. Up to 30 babies with modified genetic make-up
have been born as an unintended result of an experimental reproductive programme in
New Jersey using ‘reprogenetic’ methods. With such an accident taking place when
cloning know-how is just budding, the potential of much more serious unintended
outcomes of experimental germ line modifications astounds the mind.

I am quite perturbed, not just by the natural or man-made face to disasters
around the world, but also by the face of man’s spiritual degeneracy. Instead of
harnessing resources to bring satisfaction to himself, he finds himself buried by the very
genie (technology) that grants him his desire for more and more and more ... the more
the merrier, as he loses his mind to the amazing phenomenon of ‘good things’ piling up
around his feet and rising up to his hip, body, chin, nose, ... with nary a care for God’s
warning.

The world is a muddled place — physically, socially and spiritually. Do not go
about predicting how life will be tomorrow. Whether earth-shattering occurrences,
gradual but nerve-wrecking build-up of tensions or just mundane letdowns (school
posting, children’s academic performance, office politics, personality conflicts, etc.),
events have come and gone. History gives us a lesson on the wisdom of not placing too
much faith in human roller-coaster prognostications that always bear man’s trademark
self-serving, face-saving and skin-preserving caveat of ‘barring unforeseen
circumstances’. Given the never-ending occurrences of unforeseen circumstances
providing wonderful explanations for the changeability of human forecasts, a different
recommendation against conventional human wisdom is called for. This is that you
breath a prayer to the Holy Spirit — the Spirit of truth (not the mere spirit of man) who
will teach you all things for wisdom and understanding.

Be ye still not afraid in spite of the depressing state of the world. My optimism
does not follow the conventional hope for material goodness in the world. My confidence
is in God who will take care of His faithful children even if the world around them comes
to a boil because of human foolishness. While man may not be able to trust himself and
define his destiny, he can exercise his free will to drown in paranoia (over deadly cell
phones, genetically modified corn, World War III, etc.), or simply to trust and obey
God’s Word. To survive the turmoil in the world, there is no other way, but to trust and
obey. Jesus said: "Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don't be afraid;
you are worth more than many sparrows" (Luke 12:7 - NIV).

John Lee



FACTS ON FASTING

Fasting is one of the most misunderstood subjects in the
Bible. We don't fast to earn something; we fast to make a
connection with our supernatural God. We are cleaning out
the "pipe" that connects us to the anointing of God. It
becomes corroded through the normal course of living in a
fallen world, and the best way to cleanse our spiritual
system is through prayer and fasting.

* How long is long enough? Begin with one day a
week. Try to make it a water-only fast if possible, unless you
have some physical problem. You may supplement it with fruit and vegetable juices.
Begin after dinner in the evening and fast until dinner the next day.

* Why does it feel so bad? Nearly everyone experiences certain unpleasant side effects
when beginning a fast. You may get a headache, feel slightly nauseated, or dizzy at
first. This is because there are accumulated poisons stored in your body that are purged
when you finally rest your intestines and stomach. Once you press through the three-
day barrier, you will begin to feel good.

* Should I tell others? Fasting is not a badge of honor. It is an intimate time with God
that doesn't need to be shared.

* What if I break my fast in a moment of weakness? Weakness is a natural part of the
fasting discipline. It's a way to understand your desires for the things of this world.
Don't kick yourself if you break the fast. You still accomplished much and God is
pleased with your heart's desire for more of Him.

* Is there ONE way to fast? There are many different kinds of fasts:

A. The complete fast is a total fast in which you eat and drink nothing. The maximum
time for this is three days and nights. (Ezra 8:21; 10:6; Ester 4:16).

B. The nomal fast, which Jesus observed in the wilderness, involves total abstention
from food, but regular intake of water. You could substitute an herbal tea or add a little
lemon or honey to your water.

C. The Daniel fast or partial fast is when you eat "no pleasant meat" but instead eat
vegetables and drink water. This is practical for people who have diabetes,
hypoglycemia, or anemia. D. The group fast or corporate fast is the kind that tumed
God's wrath away from the wicked city of Nineveh. Certain types of food are
eliminated for several weeks by a group of people.



* What should | avoid? Acidic juices (orange, grapefruit) because they can overwhelm
your sysiem. [hlute juices, eliminaie meals and dessers. Yoo may want to eal ooly
frunts, nuts, and vegeiables.

* What's going on with my body? You may feel weak at times. Don't shuse your hody.
Rest more, cut back on your schedule. A fast gives you a chance 1o tefl vour body who
15 bass, Every craving does nod have fo be honored.

* How do | start? Start small and move toward longer fasts slowly. The discipling of
fasting is a flexible discipline that is focused on intimacy with God. Don'l bepin with a
21- or 40-day fast. It s jusd as senphural 0 20 o8 ong-day fast,

* What do T do besides not eating? Give time to Bible reading and prayer. The time
spent prepanng snd galing meals can be spent in intentional prayer ime. Expect mental
amacks [romy Saten, in the form of depresion that manifests isell o a seose of
heaviness.

* How do | end the f2st? Treat your body kindly and with respect. Don't go out and get
the buggest sieak wou can find  Gradually re-emder frums, salads, yopur - nosmall
pertions.

Mahash Chavda & founder and senior pascor of All Naeclona Church
in Charlotte, N.C.

' NONG HAN (THAILAND) MISSION TRIP

_ ON 31 MAY - 4 JUNE 2001
. - OBJECTIVES: '
1- JCC has committed to assist the local church to purchase a plot of |
land to build their church building and bury their dead. The teamis |
to study the development of the project. '
| 2. To be involved in ministries at the mission field through wards of
| encouragement from the Word and prayer.
3. Tocontnue the strengthening of relationship between JCC and the
local church.
4. To be exposed to cross-cultural missions,
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1 My, 2001 JEC Family Outing at
Labravor Park. We staried out ot 8 3
and stopped over for a Mocdonald's breakfast
before we join te resl ai Lobrador Porke We
reached the pork by %.20am and Tound our
brathers and sisiers, already singing prises n
o cool shaded arca of the park.  The weather
wit [ing and dry althouph whee we firsi
: started oui the sky looked thresienivg  The
number of people there wag surely lesser than when we beld our lasi outing al
Botanic Goardens. We can pitribuie this o the muay wha have children whose
examinations =tam the very next day,
It would seemn thay the Bilers wmed
up bul ihe mothers remained home
with the children

We were occupied  with fhree
imtoresting  leam-building  gaves,
which iook us all e wiy up o
lanctdinge. Adthaugh we did nol bring
prry lumwch beciuse we had imtended fo
rush lome (my dovghier loo has her exanunations the next day), God
provided us with food through our brothers and sisters

Anviway, we did pod siay 1o e end bul we would like (o think ihe organisting
commiliee for (e good time and all the effor (aken (o orpganise i1, Words
55 Lhe fun we had, so we will let (e pictures (el the story

Martin Cheah

- ||' |:' ok

400N KBS #0a

dor Park




A Vision of the Lost

In one of my recent journeys,
as | gazed from the coach
window, | was led info a train

of  thought concerning the

condition of the mullitudes

aground me. They were living

carelessly in the most open

and shameless rebellion

against God, without a thoughi
for thelr etemal welfare, As |
looked out of the window, |
seemed o see them all.. millions
of pedple sll around me given up o
thelr drink and thair pleasure, their
dancing and their music, fheir
busmess and their anxieties, their
paolitics and their troubles, Ignorant-
wiillfully ignorant in many cases and
in other instances knowing all about
the truth and nol caring al all. Whike
my mind was thus engaged, | had a
wision.

| =aw a dark and stormy ocsan, Owar i
e black chouds hung haavily, through
herm  evety now and then Wivid
lightening Mashed and loud thunder
rofled, whila the winds moaned, and tha
waves rose and fcamed, towered and
broke only to mse and foam, {ower and
break again

In thal cocaan | Thought | s myniad of
poar  human  beings  plunging - and
fleating, shouling and shneking, cursing
and- slruggling and drowning, and as
fhey cursed and screamed they rose
and shrigked apgain, and then some
a0k 10 rige Ho mols

And | sew out of this dark angry ocean,
a mughty rock: that rose up with its
summd toavenng high sbove the black

by 'William Baoolh

clowds 1hat owverbung
tha stanmmy sea, And all
around the basa of
ins greal rock | Sy
o vast plabform. Dnbo
ihis platform, | saw
with delight A
number of the poor
stfugging, drowning
wretches continually
climbing aul of the
angry ocean And | saw
that a Tew of those who
were already sale on the
plafform were  heldping  the
poor creatures. shill in the angry vwaters
ta reach the place of safefy. On loolong
mere closely | found & number of those
who had been rescued, induslricdsly
working and scheming by tadders,
ropes, bosls and other means more
effective, lo deliver the poor sirugglers
out of the sea Here snd there wers
some who adially |jumped inio the
water, regardiess af the conseguences
i thes passion o "rescue  the
perishing.” &nd | hardly know which
gladdensed mae the mast- the sight of the
poor drowning people climbing onto tha
rocks reaching B place of safely, or the
devofion and self-sscrifice of theosa
whose whale being was wrapped up n
e effort for their deliverance.

Az | looked on, | saw that the occupants
of that platferm wers gquwile & mixed
company, That i, thay were divided info
diffefent “sals™ or ciasses, and they
occupiad  themsalvas  with  diffarant
pleasures and amployments Bul oaly a
wery few of them seemed 10 make i
thejr business fo gel the péople oub of
the sea



But what puzzied me most was the fact
that though all of them had been
rescued at one time or ancther from the
ocean, nearly everyone seemed to have
forgotten all about it. Anyway, it seemed
the memory of its darkness and danger
no longer troubled them at all. And what
seemed equally strange and perplexing
to me was that these people did not
even seem to have any care about the
poor perishing ones who were struggling
and drowning right before their very
eyes... many of whom were their own
husbands and wives, brothers and
sisters and even their own children.

Now this astonishing unconcern could
not have been the result of ignorance or
lack of knowledge, because they lived
right there in full sight of it all and even
talked about it sometimes. Many even
went regularly to hear lectures and
sermons in which the awful state of
these poor drowning creatures was
described.

| have always said that the occupants of
this platform were engaged in different
pursuits and pastimes. Some of them
were absorbed day and night in trading
and business in order to make gain,
storing up their savings in boxes, safes
and the like.

Many spent their time in amusing
themselves with growing flowers on the
side of the rock, others in painting
pieces of cloth or in playing music, or in
dressing themselves up in different
styles and walking about to be admired.
Some occupied themselves chiefly in
eating and drinking, others were taken
up with arguing about the poor drowning
creatures that had already been
rescued.

But the thing to me that seemed the
most amazing was that those on the
platform to whom He called, who heard
His voice and felt that they ought to
obey it, who confessed to love Him
much, were in full sympathy with Him in
the task He had undertaken, who
worshipped Him, were so taken up with
their trades and professions, their
money saving and pleasures, their
families and circles, their religions and
arguments about it and their
preparation for going to the mainiand,
that they did not listen to the cry that
came to them from this Wonderful Being
who had Himself gone down into the
sea. Anyway, if they heard it they did not
heed it. They did not care. And so the
multitude went on right before them
struggling and shrieking and drowning in
the darkness.

And then | saw something that seemed
to me even more strange than anything
that had gone on before in this strange
vision. | saw that some of these people
on the platform whom this Wonderful
Being had called to, wanting them to
come and help Him in His difficult task
of saving these perishing creatures,
were always praying and crying out to
Him to come to them!

Some wanted Him to come and stay
with them, and spend His time and
strength in making them happier. Others
wanted Him to come and take away
various doubts and misgivings they had
concerning the truth of some letters He
had written them. Some wanted Him to
come and make them feel more secure
on the rock- so secure that they would
be quite sure that they should never slip
off again into the ocean. Numbers of



others wanted Him to make them feel
quite certain that they would really get
off the rock and onto the mainland
someday: because as a matter of fact, it
was well known that some had walked
so carelessly as to loose their footing,
and had fallen back again into the
stormy waters.

So these people used to meet and get
up as high on the rock as they could,
and looking towards the mainland
{where they thought the Great Being
was) they would cry out, “"Come to us!
Come and help us!" And all the while He
was down (by His Spirit) among the
poor struggling, drowning creatures in
the angry deep, with His arms around
them trying to drag them out, and
looking up- oh! so longingly but all in
vain- to those on the rock, crying to
them with His voice all hoarse from
calling, "Come to Me! Come, and help
Me!

And then | understood it all. It was plain
enough. The sea was the ocean of life-
the sea of real, actual human existence.
That lightening was the gleaming of
piercing truth coming from Jehovah's
Throne. That thunder was the distant
echoing of the wrath of God. Those
multitudes of people  shrieking,
struggling and agonizing in the stormy
sea, was the thousands and thousands
of poor harlots and harlot-makers, of
drunkards and drunkard makers, of
thieves, liars, blasphemers and ungodly
people of every kindred, tongue and
nation.

Oh what a black sea it was! And oh,
what multitudes of rich and poor,
ignorant and educated were there. They
were all so unalike in their outward

circumstances and conditions, yet all
alike in one thing- all sinners before
God- all held by, and holding onto, some
iniquity, fascinated by some idol, the
slaves of some devilish lust, and ruled
by the foul fiend from the bottomless pit!

"All alike in one thing?" No, all alike in
two things- not only the same in their
wickedness but, unless rescued, the
same in their sinking, sinking... down,
down, down.. to the same terrible
doom. That great sheltering rock
represented Calvary, the place where
Jesus had died for them. And the people
on it were those who had been rescued.
The way they used their energies, gifts
and time represented the occupations
and amusements of those who
professed to be saved from sin and hell-
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
handful of fierce, determined ones, who
were risking their own lives in saving the
perishing were true soldiers of the cross
of Jesus. That Mighty Being who was
calling to them from the midst of the
angry waters was the Son of God, "the
same yesterday, today and forever" who
is still struggling and interceding to save
the dying multitudes about us from this
terrible doom of damnation, and whose
voice can be heard above the music,
machinery, and noise of life, calling on
the rescued to come and help Him save
the world.

My friends in Christ, you are rescued
from the waters, you are on the rock, He
is in the dark sea calling on you to come
to Him and help Him. Will you go? Look
for yourselves. The surging sea of life,
crowded with perishing multitudes rolls
up to the very spot on which you stand.
Leaving the vision, | now come to speak
of the fact- a fact that is as real as the



Bible. as real as the Chist who hung
upon the cross, as resl as the judgment
day will be, and a5 real as the heaven
and hell thal will foliow &

Look! Don't be decelwed by
appeadances- man and (hkings are nol
wial 1hey gesm All who are not an the
rock are in [he seal Look at them fram
the stendpoint of the great Whils
Throne, and whal & sighl you havel
Jesus Christ, the Son of God ks, through
His Spirit, In the madsl of this dying
multitude, stroggling to save them And
He & caling on you 1o jump Inio the
sea- o go righ! away 1o His side and
help Him in the holy strifa. Will you
jump? That is, will you go to His feat and
place  Youwsell absoufely = His
dispotal?

A young Chrislian once came io me,
and told me that for some time she had
bean ghving e Lord her prolession and
prayers @nd mooay, bul pow she
wanied o give Him hat life. She wanled
Io go night into the fight In other words,
she wanted 1o go o His assislance in
the sea As when g man from the shore,
seeing anclher struggling in the waler,
lekes off ihose outer garments that
wouid hinder hiz effors ard leaps to the
rescue, 5o will you who siill inger on Lthe
bank, thinking and singing and praying
about the poor perishing souls, lay Bside
your shame your pride, your cares
Bbout ofher peopla’s opinions, your love
od sase and all the selfish loves thal
harve hept you back lor so long, snd
rush ia thin rescue of this multitude of
dying men and woamrn,

Does the surging sea look dak and
dangerous? LUnguesbonebly # |& so
Thera is no doubt that the leap for you,

as for everyona who fgkes i, means
difficully &nd scorm and suffering, For
you it may mean moee than his || may
mean dealh. He wha backons you from
the sea however, knows whal i§ will
mean - and knowing, He still calls (o you
and beds 19 you o come

You must do A You cannol hold back
Yed  have  enpyed  yoursell  in
Chriglianty [ong efough. You have had
pleasan leefings, pleasant songs,
pleasant mastings, plessant prospecis
There has besn much of human
hegpinass, much dapping of hands and
shoullng of preises- very much of
hedréan on aarth.

Mo then, oo o God and tell Him you
are prepared as much &s necessary o
lurn your b3ck upon 8 all, and that you
are willing to spand the rest of your deys
elruggling in the midst of thése parishing
muliudes, whalever | may cosl you

Yoo must dex it With the Eghi that is now
broken In upon your mind and Lhe call
that ks now sounding I your ears, and
the beckoning hands that are now
belofe  your eyes, you have no
glternadive. To go down amang the
perishing crowds s wour duly, Yaour
happingas from now on will consisl in
sharing iheir misery, your ease in
sharing their pain, your crown in helping
them o bear their onoss, and your
Farven In. going into the very jaws of
fell fo rescus them

Mo whal will you do¥

extracted from the Internet by
Eva & Philip Fong
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:_FR@M THAILAND TO SINGAPORE

A s " Rew. Terry & Sally Kee,

1l ?F..-'Eﬁ?' MPﬁnmﬂIr. Rama & Road, Phra Khanong, Bangkok 10110, Thailand
May 2001 '

Dear praying friends,

“To know the will of God is the greatest knowledge. To do the will of
Grod is the greatest achievement.” - Dr. George W. Truett.

Temry was elected Chairparson of the Lutheran Mission in Thailand during their
Anmual Meeting on 19 Aprel 2001 for & term of 2 years, The pursuit o know God's will
for e Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand, for the Luthesan Mission in Thailand
mnd for us occupy much of his attention since,

Much tirme 13 spent in prayer and in consultation with the Bishop as well as other
ietbers of the Church Council (both lacal members and ithe missionaries). Please pray
for us thal we may know God's will and dao it.

New responsibilities come with his new appointment. Pray for Terry's ability in
managing his time well and that, in addition to his various duties, God will take what
lirlle he has and multiply it for His glory.

During the General Assembly of the Evangelical Luthersn Church in Thailond
a5 weall az the Jeint Board Mecting for the Lutheran Mission to Thailand, several crilical
1ssues were rased and dizcussed, Please pray that the Lood wall grant wisdam o the
Executive Council of the Church, members of the Joim Boards and the Field Conmittes
of the Lutheran Mission to Thailand as we work through those 1ssucs.

Ag for Sally, she needs prayer for her fravel to Madagascar from 9 1o 19 May
200! for LWY Project screeding mesting. Besides studying, evalualing and presenting of
projects o the represéntatives of the Project Committes, she ks expecied 1o share Bible
Devotions during the meeting. The recenl hot weather left her with allergic rashes on her
skin, Prayer for the Lord"s healing or grace 1o endure would be much appreciated.

We regoice with our god-daughter, Phui, whe scored a rare 4-point aggregate in
her Primary School Leaving Examinations. Her average percentage grade of 90% grant
her entrance into Ave Maria High School which was voted 1o be the best school for the
wholg of South Isaan Region, ,



Pray for our god-daughter in Singapore, Winnie, who will be doing her “A™
level examination this year.

Continue to pray for our ministries in Nong Khai. A recent effort to bring the
people from this Province to worship at our preaching place in Nong Han (95 Km from
their home) saw more than twenty people turning up for the trip. The preparation for the
Evangelistic English Camp is progressing well. It has generated great interest here in
Udon Thani and the Director of Education plans to come as observer at the camp. It has
also generated great interest among members in Singapore. Many indicated their interest
to serve as volunteers. As we need only 12-15 volunteers and selections are needed.

We call upon interested persons to fuifills the criteria set below to write to Terry by
15 July 2001:

Able to attend a training session in Bangkok on the 26 November 2001.

Travel to Udon together on the 27 November 2001.

Serve as Group leader and facilitator from 28 November to 1 December 2001.
Be prepared to share his/her faith testimony to the participant of the camp.

Be responsible for his/her own airfare and accommodation in Bangkok.

il s

May God bless you and us as we seek to please him with our lives and service.

Yours in Christ’s love

Terry & Sally Kee

If you have the Interest and determinatuon to |mpmve seMce invyguc‘ ,rgaqizathn or your llfe,
these foursteps will help: . i

1. Your INTENTION must be clear, What do you want to do? You've got to know where you want
to go or you-are never golng to get there. LT - .
2. Your DIRECTION must be known. Where are you now, relatrve ™) where you want to be? If |
you can't see or admit to the reality of the moment, you can't set a deqr dlrecuon forward.

3. Your ARTICULATION should be appealing. Language Is an act of pure creabon The language
we choose can persuade, arouse and inspire. It can motivate, challenge and comrnand Arﬂculate
your vislon with Impeccable care, every word does make a difference.

4. Your ACTIONS must be deliberate and persistent, guided by the three' steps above.



t's very encouragmg

successfully launched another

community outreach mission to the
people living in Taman Jurong, bringing
gifts and friendship on Easter Sunday. This
time round, we had prayed for Blocks 116,
117 and 118 to be included as these three
blocks house not only foreign workers but
local poor families who need the grace of
God just as the folks living in the better
blocks.

Personally, we believe introducing
a recreational activity like American Line
Dancing as a community physical exercise
project gives JCC the opportunity to
befriend non-JCC participants living in the
Taman Jurong vicinity. AM Line Dance
together with other social activities should
be viewed as useful tools for reaching out
to the neighbourhood. The AM Line Dance
activity should not be viewed as a dancing
lesson per se. Similarly, we should not hold
a limited view of tuition, cooking, angling
and other non-worship activities conducted
by JCC. All these are excellent means to
draw people into contact with our church
and for them to know us better and for us to
be their friends regardiess of their social
status and race. We must prepare the
groundwork, ploughing the soil of the heart
in readiness to sow the Word. We should
show them in practical ways that Christians
are also people who have an interest for the
community's leisure pursuits and other
needs, and dispose of the perceived idea
that we are only concerned with shoving the
gospel down their throat.

There will be children who may
need help in their schoolwork, moral
support or a place to study if their home
environment is not conducive. Apart from
help in these areas, we can mentor them to
become useful educated Christian citizens
in later years, encouraging them to fill the
ranks of the BB and GB for their personal
growth and to help take them off the streets
and bad influences. The poor and
uneducated aged folks may need help to
read and write letters. The aged sick may
be in need of friends. We see potential to

indeed - JCC

EYARShareapVisiong

bring cheers, food and asssstance to the
old, lonely and infirm. There is so much
opportunity to reach out to these folks,
whatever their social status in society. Our
actions and love is the only Bible they
"read" for the time being.

Our aim is to be friends and help.
We must march forward in boldness and
faith, trusting and letting our God do the
rest. He alone will decide the day, time and
circumstances for us to present His Word of
life. Amen

We need to see and listen with our
spiritual eyes, ears and hearts and be led
by the Holy Spirit. There should be no
“secret service” Christians. People will be
won for God by our open action, iove and
compassion for them. (See Matthew 9:35 -
38)

We see new friends. We see new
faces in Care Groups and worshippers in
JCC. We see our youths involved in useful
community projects which could enrich their
own lives - helping young lives nearby,
befriending and helping the poor and aged
folks, etc. indeed, the harvest is plentiful!

Our dear brothers in Christ, what
do you see? All these may sound like JCC
moving towards being a community centre.
If it is the community we wish to reach out
to, then we will have to move around the
community. But then JCC was a community
centre more than 30 years ago when God
planted this church in the Jurong
wilderness. It has grown to what it is to day.
Churches grow within their respective
communities. Why not ours too? Let us do
our part. The tools for outreach are here.
The folks are here. We should use the tools
to reach out to the folks and draw them to
us.

A journey of a thousand miles
starts with the first important single step
forward - A shared Vision.

Can two walk together, unless they
agreed? (Amos3:3)

Warmest regards,
Philip & Eva



The June 2001 Certificate OF Entitlement (COE} plunged to a fecord low of $101
Industry sources say that those who bought their cars then had struck a windfall while
others who were still considering had mizsed the boat. What has this to doowith me?
Unfortunately, [ am in the latter category,

M

Sometime earlier this year, | had a thought of buying a new car because my current cas
bad stared bo give e sore problepes. Wihen Dstaried 1o see e piany vnew cars i ouw
parking lod, the urge gresw sifonger.. Then Bro. Leong Kok Hwa alsa bought o niew car
and sippested that it was tme | lopb should make my bid, The prices of cars were
falling and one of my collcagues even supgested | should buy & Honda City. However
the greatest mystery was X
e & loog l'[::jt Bk COE TREND JUN 2009 - 2004
Bermard (brother  of | s e

Andrew)  called  TORg | 0000 g S st
distance from Johor, We
had lost contact for many
vearg - gince. he Rl
Bingapore. Befode thai, he
was @ member of our care
proup and also ol JOC,

ETITIHT

mlpwhmmm-h.mhmwjm
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While we were on thie Ing,
bhe suddenly dhedtioned
that he had a dream. In the dream, he saw me introducing him to my new car. He even
satid that his dreams had a tendency of coming true. Afier the call, T laughingly told my
wife that God wig rylng 1o tell me somethmg
Of course-| did nmot iake any action but instead
conlinued to monitor the car price situation.

Have | missed the bomt? | don't know?
Sometimes we as a church too, may be slow in

! taking sction,  We try tb rabionalize, monblor,
study the situation and finally de not take any action beciose our calculations say if is
not the right time.

My hope is that God will give me a second chenge and keep the COE low so that 1 can
plunge in and buy a nev- car, Of course [ am not saying that | must have a new car, No
it s 3 lugury aivd nol & necessity, 1is o blessing from God iF T even have a car,

Martin Chyeah



Igbecr:n Thomuas ha complered her
fourss o Slrgupory
fible Collegy, wirk a
Meiers im Wi o
will b redernstg o Ml
LS

The Expiivh Choir wall
mirs fer most becauey
she rad been working

wilh thewm for the pavi

R oF 10

iWhen she feuwes, there
will be o vacium (it
chole, o they will loek o
confucior Com pramiis

My (rond precronale ias
wirk o replacemen

Ronnie Lim b beon posied 1o Shaphas by bit compuny
Mt will b there fur of Jensd the mext Jyears. Do to his

et urE, @ WICENC Y WD mAAEN inThe .Engu'a'ﬂl Commced  This fw
a wtgpliey Bl Savar o 10 Bl (F Glesd Tnne cailled o, He sl
gmmpimier i 10 JIIT e posi

Wi with Nommie. Nancy amd fawily @ xafe fournsy ard miy Crod
proiact dsl wetch ower ihew while iy are mvay frow ur L
Hy olie Biegs thdi Ramity with o wision for the lual fn Shamghm
ol rrmesd oty wiiciom [ AT O grtu mliley b

fiey, | b At mew oo [y for sl Any foiies”

[ The dentist picked up the office phone snd nodded swnpathebically @ obe ol his
| patlents described o problem he was having. "Hm. yes. Well, come i fomormow
| moming and Tl have 5 look. Today¥ No, I'm sorry, ban Thave eighieen cavite 1o
. :ﬁll today. Bee you omorrow al nine, Dutifully noting the appomtment an kis
calendar, he then picioed up bis golf bag and left the office whistling



