
course at Singapore 
Bible College, with a 
Masters in Music, and 
will be returning to India 
soon. 

The English Choir will 
miss her most because 
she had been working 
with them for the past 
year or so. 

When she leaves, there 
will be a vacuum in the 
choir, as they will lack a 
conductor cum pianist. 

May God provide us 
with a replacement. 

Ronnie Lim has been posted to Shanghai by his company. 
He will be therefor at least the next 3 years. Due to his 
departure, a vacancy has arisen in the English Council. This is 
a mighty big boot to fill but ifGod has called you, lie will 
empower you to jill the post. 

We wish Ronnie, Nancy andfamily a safe journey and may God 
protect and watch over them while they are away from us. May 
He also bless thisfamily with a vision for the lost in Shanghai 
and grant them wisdom to start a great ministry there. 

lIey, 1hear his nell' car is for sale. Any takers? 

r"'Th~"d~';i'~~"~'i'~k~d"~~"ili'~"~ffi~~"~'h~;;~"~~d..~~·dd·~·d··~·;~~;h~·~·i~~·i·i;·~·~··~·~·~··~·f·h·i·~·············· ..1 
i patients described a problem he was having. "Hm. yes. Well, come in tomorrow i 
i morning and I'll have a look. Today? No, I'm SOITY, but I have eighteen cavities to i 

i fill today. See you tomorrow at nine." Dutifully noting the appointment on his i
I calendar, he then picked up his golfbag and left the office whistling. i 
!...............................................................,................................................................................................................................,....................................................1 
, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. This month, Buddhists celebrate 
the Vesak Day to commemorate the enlightenment cif Buddha. Richard Lim, 
senior SPH Editor, wrote an article in the Sunday Times, May 6, entitled 

"Eastern Wisdom, Western Front". He noted that "Buddhism 
may be all but dead in India, but it i.s certainly very much 
embraced in the West, with hundreds of centers, monasteries 
and retreats all over." He quoted Albert Einstein as saying, 
~'The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. If there is 
any religion that could cope with modern scientific needs, it 
would be Buddhism." It appears that Christianity is losing 
ground and. waning. Does Buddhism pose a serious 

challenge to Christianity? In some sense yes, but in I 
reality no. Let me explain: . COE 

plunges to 1. 	 Traditionally many Chinese shy away from 
Christianity saying that it is a foreign religion with $101. ... 
Western roots. Buddhism is interesting. It is' an 

read my story 
equally foreign religion with roots among the I.ndo­

inside
Aryan races. So the widespread acceptance of 

Buddhism among Chinese in Singapore and 

elsewhere essentially demolished the flimsy reason 

for rejecting Christianity as foreign religion. 


2. 	 Buddhism 'has no systematic cosmology - what I 
mean is that, one' is hard-pressed to find any 
Coherent account of the origin of the universe. So 
far I only came across in the Agunna Sutra, a 
Buddhist text, a very brief and skimpy account of the beginning of the 
universe. Most Buddhist cosmologies of heavens are speculative. Their 
idea of hell is also no less incoherent and ill defined. In fact the Chinese 

I 



--- - - -r- ­

has so influenced the Buddhist concept of hell as reflected in the Yu Lan 
Pen that it is a "rojak" of Taoist / Buddhist! Confucianist concepts. 

3. 	 Buddhism has no clear explanation for the origin of life and the world's 
amazingly intricate designs. The Bible in contrast begins with that. 

4. 	 Buddhism does not really have a handle on reality - as Richard Lim noted, 
seeing everything including self as an illusion. Escapism is perhaps an apt 
descriptor. Christianity on the other hand comes to grip with the reality of 
sin and emphasize repentance and renewal of mind and life. 

5. 	 The major tenets and teachings of Buddhism have not really improved 
human civilization or culture. Look at India, China, Japan, Burma and 
Thailand the bastion of Buddhism. Their populace still languishes either in 
poverty or spirituallossness. The fact that Mother Theresa has to come in 
to render solace and alms the destitute and sick in Calcutta speaks 
volumes. It is no secret that many Thais are now disenchanted with their 
Buddhist Sangha after numerous scandals. 

6. 	 The major premise of Buddhism - the belief in reincarnation has never 
been proven under scrutiny. Many so-called phenomenal cases fell apart 
under close investigations - example the Spanish boy sensation who was 
purportedly the reincarnation of a Tibetan lama. Investigations revealed 
that his parents although Spanish and were staunch Buddhist even before 
his birth, so guess what? 

7. 	 The Buddhist's emphasis on self-effort towards enlightenment and denial of 
the Almighty Creator God can only spell disaster for humankind. Religion 
after religion, philosophy after philosophy and political systems has failed to 
bring Utopia, paradise or enlightenment to humankind. The basic reason .. 
man is by nature sinful and unclean. We need Divine Intervention.. . "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His Only Son.." John 3:16a 

8. 	 Buddhism, as Richard Lim wrote, regards despair as the beginning of 
wisdom. For Christians, the reverent fear of the LORD of hope is the 
beginning of wisdom...the fear of the LORD is the controlling principle of 
wisdom ....not recognizing or acknowledging our Creator will indeed bring 
doom to humankind. 

Finally, the Gospel is not about what we can or should do to achieve 
immortality. Neither is it a philosophy of man. It is God's revelation of what He 
has DONE for us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Hallelujah, What a Saviour!!!. 
Richard Lim's article failed to sway me an iota as to the efficacy of the Gospel. 
It is indeed Good News for modem man and throughout eternity. Amen. 

,••,'F ,.q ~:~~ 
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The June 200 I Certificate Of Entitlement (COE) plunged to a record low of $10 I. 
Industry sources say that those who bought their cars then had struck a windfall wllilc 
others who were still considering had missed the boat. What has this to do with me? 
Unfortunately, I am in the latter category. 

Sometime earlier this year, I had a thought of buying a new car because my current car 
had started to give me some problems. When I started to see the many new cars in our 
parking lot, the urge grew stronger. Then Bro. Leong Kok Hwa also bought a new car 
and suggested that it was time I too should make my bid. The prices of cars were 
falling and one of my colleagues even suggested I should buy a Honda City. However 

the greatest mystery was II COE TREND JUN 2000 • 2001 
when a long lost brother, 
Bernard (brother of 
Andrew) called long 
distance from Johor. We 
had lost contact for many 
years since he left 
Singapore. Before that, he 
was a member of our care 
group and also of JCC. 

Jur>- Jul- Aug- Sop- Oct· N!M Dec- Jan· Feb- Mar- Apr· May· Jur>­

While we were on the line, 
00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 01 01 01 01 01 

30000 
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0 I , • ' 

he suddenly mentioned 
that he had a dream. In the dream, he saw me introducing him to my new car. He even 
said that his dreams had a tendency of coming true. After the call, I laughingly told my 

wife that God was trying to tell me something. 
Of course I did not take any action but instead 
continued to monitor the car price situation. 

Have I missed the boat? I don't know? 
Sometimes we as a church too, may be slow in 
taking action. We try to rationalize, monitor, 

study the situation and finally do not take any action because our calculations say it is 
not the right time. 

My hope is that God will give me a second chance and keep the COE low so that I can 
plunge in and buy a nc\ . car. Of course I am not saying that I must have a new car. No 
it is a luxury and not a necessity. It is a blessing from God if I even have a car. 

Martin Chcah 
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Dear praying friends, 

"To k1low the will of God is the greatest k1lowledge. To do the will of 
God is the greatest achieveme1lt. " - Dr. George W. Truett. 

Terry was elected Chairperson of the Lutheran Mission in Thailand during their 
Annual Meeting on 19 April 200 I for a term of 2 years. The pursuit to know God's will 
for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand, for the Lutheran Mission in Thailand 
and for us occupy much of his attention since. 

Much time is spent in prayer and in consultation with the Bishop as well as other 
members of the Church Council (both local members and the missionaries). Please pray 
for us that we may know God's will and do it. 

New responsibilities come with his new appointment. Pray for Terry's ability in 
managing his time well and that,in addition to his various duties, God will take what 
little he has and multiply it for His' glory. 

During the General Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand 
as well as the Joint Board Meeting for the Lutheran Mission to Thailand, several critical 
issues were raised and discussed. Please pray that the Lord will grant wisdom to the 
Executive Council of the Church, members of the Joint Boards and the Field Committee 
of the Lutheran Mission to Thailand as we work through those issues. 

As for Sally, she needs prayer for her travel to Madagascar from 9 to 19 May 
200 I for L WF Project screening meeting. Besides studying, evaluating and presenting of 
projects to the representatives of the Project Committee, she is expected to share Bible 
Devotions during the meeting. The recent hot weather left her with allergic rashes on her 
skin. Prayer for the Lord's healing or grace to endure would be much appreciated. 

We rejoice with our god-daughter, Phui, who scored a rare 4-point aggregate in 
her Primary School Leaving Examinations. Her average percentage grade of 90% grant 
her entrance into Ave Maria High School which was voted to be the best school for the 
whole of South Isaan Region. 

In the current demise or near-demise of e-portals, advertising dollars are all 
fizzling out and cannot be counted on for revival of life or just to maintain a measure of 
buoyancy when once (not so long ago) their flow was thought of as interminable and 
even youngsters prematurely planning their moves were awestruck by the great promises 
of anything to do with the Net and Technology. Don't say now that many now are not 
being caught in a net where they can neither stay comfortable nor escape. 

Man is not in charge of his destiny, which is in the hands of nature. To quote 
Franklin Roosevelt (U.S President during the Depression years), "To some generations, 
much is given. Of other generations, much is expected." The questions I would like to 

ask: "Who gives?" and "Who expects?" 

Does man give to the world the harvest of what he sows by his arrogant 
assumption of power to change the face of nature (say, with the questionable aspects of 
his work on genomics)? Does man set his own expectations for fulfilment or frustration? 
I am now not thinking of how recent history told us about fmancial institutions and 
nations plunged into misery by greed and follies or by the immeasurable power of the IT 

monster. 

Man is not only driven to dizzying heights of 

pleasure or depths of depression by the moods 

of bulls and bears; he is also the smartest 

creature on Earth being taken hostage by 


,I humble cows and lowly animals with cloven 


hooves. 


(Forget about flu-struck birds and carcinogenic 


salmons.) 


As man witnesses the incineration of pigs, sheep and cows in hundreds of 
thousands, he may sigh, "Oh poor pigs, pitiful sheep, wretched cows." Wonder aloud, 
though. whether man himself is becoming an endangered species. First it was Mad Cow 

scourge, then the HFMD epidemic, what next? 

I doubt aJl tragedies have anything to do with luck as a British farm owner 
would like to think: "Every way we turn, everything we do - it's all bad luck." 

Nevertheless, the suffering farmer and his country 

... ". .1 folks can be excused for their notion of hard luck when, '.t" -I" -, ' ~i;," 
'. : 11 ~ apart from ailing animals, they had also had more than . ..~~~ , ~ . " \ ..' ': ~\-

- I ... ~ -. . ~ - enough of a worst flood in SO years last autwlln. 
t Altogether, the financial loss from plunging farmingl ~.... ....·i .i' ''~ ~,i:
\ income (down 70%), a hefty price tag in billions of pounds~ '. ­

1'' ­ just for cows gone insane, sharp drops in tourist revenues, 
~ " :~.;.-. l'it. 
'I'~ ;1>- 1 <1. etc. is inestimable.":: '11,. , -;1: j". ra· 

Are we in Southeast Asia immune from the reverberations of happenings in Europe? 
Sadly, viruses, human disasters and Acts of God are known to travel freely at speeds 
allowed by modem technology without the checks of passports or visas. Albeit the 



lunatic cows are not known to have made their home in Asia, "the UN Food & 
Agriculture Organisation has declared that all nations should consider themselves at risk, 
though many seem unprepared." (Commentary in 'TODAY' - 28 th March) 

As man reaps the benefits of high-speed travel facilitated by technology, will there 
be a payback time? We may try to contain physical contagions by physical means, but 
spiritual contagions have to be contained by spiritual means. Turning to the Bible for 
advice to resolve our predicaments without prayerful recourse to the Holy Spirit as our 
Counsellor is half effort with half gain. I have shared my piece (February Vine) revealing 
how the vehemence of an unnecessary debate in a faraway place on Bible translations can 
reach our shores at the speed of electrical signals just with a few clicks of the computer 
mouse. Dr Bloomquist has also helpfully shared his significant insight on the issue in 
March Vine. Before you decide that you have had enough of the Bible translations issue, 
tell me whether you feel like grinning at or lamenting the ingenuity or absurdity of a new 
translation of the Bible in Cockney slang coming out in London. If you do not know what 
Cockney is, you may be forgiven to think of the translation as cocktales after reading the 
following samples from it quoted in March 12 Newsweek or the Internet: 

i­

• 	 "God said to Noah ... I want you to build a big nanny, made from really good 
wood." (So Noah built a bloom in ' massive nanny.) 

• 	 "Jacob gave a beautiful decorated weasel to Joseph as a present." 

• 	 "Guv, please give us some Uncle Fred ... " 

• 	 Jesus making a Jim Skinner for five thousand geezers with just five loaves of 
Uncle Ned and two Lillian Gish 

• 	 David and that massive geezer Goliath ,~ ...~ It . , ,!. , tI, 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, CO(kJll~\1 
wrote the foreword to the book. .fat::,1 : : ~ . 

, 	 • r . 

"Cockney" or "Cocktales", my feeling is that the h,t....
.11- - .translation is a testimony of how the Holy Bible is subject 

I 

i-" . 

to cavalier treatment by some people. If you have played I ... ..Iii ·' , ~ the game of "passing the message from beginning of a line &
' .• ~' -.4 . 

to the end of it", you know how bit by bit distortions take . 	 '. rf· ~,i _".,k .
place along the message's 'conveyor belt' until it becomes .' ~r t _JJ. :t. t 

completely out of shape. Rather than '~[putting] energy and . : ". - '1. v ..'1 .I ·M "",~ 
;Jr":;". , ' •.• ' •• .passion back into the stories" and getting people to "[read] ..-.. .~ 

the Bible who would not normally do so ... ", according to 
the Archbishop, I fear that bit by bit, like in the "passing 
the meSsage" game, youngsters grow up to become adults who in turn lead on the 
generation after to take fancy in the so-called "bible" as a beautiful read with all the holy 
facts twisted. ' 

Human enterprise knows no limits. If the Cockney translation of the Bible is an 
example of "spiritual" inventiveness, then the race among scientists around the world to 

Bible, as real as the Christ who hung 
upon the cross, as real as the judgment 
day will be, and as real as the heaven 
and hell that will follow it. 

Look! Don't be deceived by 
appearances- men and things are not 
what they seem. All who are not on the 
rock are in the sea! Look at them from 
the standpoint of the great White 
Throne, and what a sight you have! 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God is, through 
His Spirit, in the midst of this dying 
multitude, struggling to save them. And 
He is calling on you to jump into the 
sea- to go right away to His side and 
help Him in the holy strife. Will you 
jump? That is, will you go to His feet and 
place yourself absolutely at His 
disposal? 

A young Christian once came to me, 
and told me that for some time she had 
been giving the Lord her profession and 
prayers and money, but now she 
wanted to give Him her life. She wanted 
to go right into the fight. In other words, 
she wanted to go to His assistance in 
the sea. As when a man from the shore, 
seeing another struggling in the water, 
takes off those outer garments that 
would hinder his efforts and leaps to the 
rescue, so will you who still linger on the 
bank, thinking and singing and praying 
about the poor perishing souls, lay aside 
your shame, your pride, your cares 
about other people's opinions, your love 
of ease and all the selfish loves that 
have kept you back for so long, and 
rush to the rescue of this multitude of 
dying men and women. 

Does the surging sea look dark and 
dangerous? Unquestionably it is so. 
There is no doubt that the leap for you, 

as for everyone who takes it, means 
difficulty and scorn and suffering. For 
you it may mean more than this. It may 
mean death. He who beckons you from 
the sea however, knows what it will 
mean - and knowing, He still calls to you 
and bids to you to come. 

You must do it! You cannot hold back. 
You have enjoyed yourself in 
Christianity long enough. You have had 
pleasant feelings, pleasant songs, 
pleasant meetings, pleasant prospects. 
There has been much of human 
happiness, much clapping of hands and 
shouting of praises- very much of 
heaven on earth. 

Now then, go to God and tell Him you 
are prepared as much as necessary to 
turn your back upon it all, and that you 
are willing to spend the rest of your days 
struggling in the midst of these perishing 
multitudes, whatever it may cost you. 

You must do it. With the light that is now 
broken in upon your mind and the call 
that is now sounding in your ears, and 
the beckoning hands that are now 
before your eyes, you have no 
alternative. To go down among the 
perishing crowds is your duty. Your 
happiness from now on will consist in 
sharing their misery, your ease in 
sharing their pain, your crown in helping 
them to bear their cross, and your 
heaven in going into the very jaws of 
hell to rescue them. 

Now what will you do? 

extTacte~ fTom tl1e h1ternct b'1 
Eva fr l'l1;JjI' fO'"'5 







A Vision of the Lost 

I 

In one of my recent journeys, 
as I gazed from the coach 
window, I was led into a train 
of thought concerning the 
condition of the multitudes 
around me. They were living 
carelessly in the most open 
and shameless rebellion 
against God, without a thought 
for their eternal welfare. As I 
looked out of the window, 
seemed to see them all ... millions 
of people all around me given up to 
their drink and their pleasure, their 
dancing and their music, their 
business and their anxieties, their 
politics and their troubles. Ignorant­
willfully ignorant in many cases and 
in other instances knowing all about 
the truth and not caring at air'. While 
my mind was thus engaged, I had a 
vision. 

I saw a dark and stormy ocean. Over it 
the black clouds hung heavily; through 
them every now and then vivid 
lightening flashed and loud thunder 
rolled, while the winds moaned, and the 
waves rose and foamed, towered and 
broke, only to rise and foam, tower and 
break again. 

In that ocean I thought I saw myriad of 
poor human beings plunging. and 
floating, shouting and shrieking, cursing 
and struggling and drowning; and as 
they cursed and screamed they rose 
and shrieked again, and then some 
sank to rise no more. 

And I saw out of this dark angry ocean, 
a mighty rock that rose up with its 
summit towering high above the black 

by William Booth 

clouds that overhung 
the stormy sea. And all 
around the base of 
this great rock I saw 
a vast platform. Onto 
this 	 platform, I saw 
with delight a 
number of the poor 
struggling, drowning 

wretches continually 
climbing out of the 

angry ocean. And I saw 
that a few of those who 

were already safe on the 
platform were helping the 

poor creatures still in the angry waters 
to reach the place of safety. On looking 
more closely I found a number of those 
who had been rescued, industriously 
working and scheming by ladders, 
ropes, boats and other means more 
effective, to deliver the poor strugglers 
out of the sea. Here and there were 
some who actually jumped into the 
water, regardless of the consequences 
in their passion to "rescue the 
perishing." And I hardly know which 
gladdened me the most- the sight of the 
poor drowning people climbing onto the 
rocks reaching a place of safety, or the 
devotion and self-sacrifice of those 
whose whole being was wrapped up in 
the effort for their deliverance. 

As I looked on, I saw that the occupants 
of that platform were quite a mixed 
company. That is, they were divided into 
different "sets" or classes, and they 
occupied themselves with different 
pleasures and employments. But only a 
very few of them seemed to make it 
their business to get the people out of 
the sea. 

* What should I avoid? Acidic juices (orange, grapefruit) because they can overwhelm 
your system. Dilute juices, eliminate meats and desserts. You may want to eat only 
fruits, nuts, and vegetables. 

* What's going on with my body? You may feel weak at times. Don't abuse your body. 
Rest more, cut back on your schedule. A fast gives you a chance to tell your body who 
is boss. Every craving does not have to be honored. 

* How do I start? Start small and move toward longer fasts slowly. The discipline of 
fasting is a flexible discipline that is focused on intimacy with God. Dou't begin with a 
21- or 40-day fast. It is just as scriptural to go on a one-day fast. 

* What do I do besides not eating? Give time to Bible reading and prayer. The time 
spent preparing and eating meals can be spent in intentional prayer time. Expect mental 
attacks from Satan, in the form of depression that manifests itself in a sense of 
heaviness. 

* How do I end the fast? Treat your body kindly and with respect. Don't go out and get 
the biggest steak you can fmd. Gradually re-enter fruits, salads, yogurt - in small 
portions. 

Mahesh Chavda is founder and senior pastor of All Nations Church 
in Charlotte, N.C. 

'············N()"N·G..··HAN·-(TfiAiLAND)....~issiq~'nup. 

ON 31 MAY- 4 JUNE 2001 . ­
OBJECTIVES: 

1. 	 JCC has committed to assist the local church to purchase a plot of 

land to build their church building~nd bury their dead. The team is 
to study the development of the project. . 

2. 	 To be involved in ministries at the mission field through words of 
encouragement from the Word and prayer. ; 

3. 	 To continue the strengtheningof relationship betweenJCC and the 
local church. 

4. 	 To be exposed to cross-cultural mis;ions. 
... "..,. 

......... ..........................................................................................,",.,',.................................................................... .................................. 
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1 May, 2001 lee famil'i Outh15 at 
L\bratlor Park. We started out at 8.30am 
and stopped over for a Macdonald's breakfast 
before we join the rest at Labrador Park. We 
reached the park by 9.20am and found our 
brothers and sisters, already singing praises in 
a cool shaded area of the park. The weather 
was fine and dry although when we first 
started out the sky looked threatening. The 

number of people there was surely lesser than when we held our last outing at 
Botanic Gardens. We can attribute this to the many who have children whose 
examinations start the very next day. 
It would seem that the fathers turned 

up but the mothers remained home 

with the children. 


We were occupied with three 
interesting team-building games, 
which took us all .the way up to 
lunchtime. Although we did not bring 
any lunch because we had intended to 
rush home (my daughter too has her examinations the next day), God 
provided us ,,,,ith food through our brothers and sisters. 

Anyway, we did not stay to the end but \ve would like to thank the organising 
committee for the good time and all the effort taken to organise it. Words 

-

1 express the fun we had, so we will let the pictures ten the story. 

Martin Cheah 
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A Vision of the Lost 

I 

In one of my recent journeys, 
as I gazed from the coach 
window, I was led into a train 
of thought concerning the 
condition of the multitudes 
around me. They were living 
carelessly in the most open 
and shameless rebellion 
against God, without a thought 
for their eternal welfare. As I 
looked out of the window, 
seemed to see them all ... millions 
of people all around me given up to 
their drink and their pleasure, their 
dancing and their music, their 
business and their anxieties, their 
politics and their troubles. Ignorant­
willfully ignorant in many cases and 
in other instances knowing all about 
the truth and not caring at air'. While 
my mind was thus engaged, I had a 
vision. 

I saw a dark and stormy ocean. Over it 
the black clouds hung heavily; through 
them every now and then vivid 
lightening flashed and loud thunder 
rolled, while the winds moaned, and the 
waves rose and foamed, towered and 
broke, only to rise and foam, tower and 
break again. 

In that ocean I thought I saw myriad of 
poor human beings plunging. and 
floating, shouting and shrieking, cursing 
and struggling and drowning; and as 
they cursed and screamed they rose 
and shrieked again, and then some 
sank to rise no more. 

And I saw out of this dark angry ocean, 
a mighty rock that rose up with its 
summit towering high above the black 
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clouds that overhung 
the stormy sea. And all 
around the base of 
this great rock I saw 
a vast platform. Onto 
this 	 platform, I saw 
with delight a 
number of the poor 
struggling, drowning 

wretches continually 
climbing out of the 

angry ocean. And I saw 
that a few of those who 

were already safe on the 
platform were helping the 

poor creatures still in the angry waters 
to reach the place of safety. On looking 
more closely I found a number of those 
who had been rescued, industriously 
working and scheming by ladders, 
ropes, boats and other means more 
effective, to deliver the poor strugglers 
out of the sea. Here and there were 
some who actually jumped into the 
water, regardless of the consequences 
in their passion to "rescue the 
perishing." And I hardly know which 
gladdened me the most- the sight of the 
poor drowning people climbing onto the 
rocks reaching a place of safety, or the 
devotion and self-sacrifice of those 
whose whole being was wrapped up in 
the effort for their deliverance. 

As I looked on, I saw that the occupants 
of that platform were quite a mixed 
company. That is, they were divided into 
different "sets" or classes, and they 
occupied themselves with different 
pleasures and employments. But only a 
very few of them seemed to make it 
their business to get the people out of 
the sea. 

* What should I avoid? Acidic juices (orange, grapefruit) because they can overwhelm 
your system. Dilute juices, eliminate meats and desserts. You may want to eat only 
fruits, nuts, and vegetables. 

* What's going on with my body? You may feel weak at times. Don't abuse your body. 
Rest more, cut back on your schedule. A fast gives you a chance to tell your body who 
is boss. Every craving does not have to be honored. 

* How do I start? Start small and move toward longer fasts slowly. The discipline of 
fasting is a flexible discipline that is focused on intimacy with God. Dou't begin with a 
21- or 40-day fast. It is just as scriptural to go on a one-day fast. 

* What do I do besides not eating? Give time to Bible reading and prayer. The time 
spent preparing and eating meals can be spent in intentional prayer time. Expect mental 
attacks from Satan, in the form of depression that manifests itself in a sense of 
heaviness. 

* How do I end the fast? Treat your body kindly and with respect. Don't go out and get 
the biggest steak you can fmd. Gradually re-enter fruits, salads, yogurt - in small 
portions. 

Mahesh Chavda is founder and senior pastor of All Nations Church 
in Charlotte, N.C. 

'············N()"N·G..··HAN·-(TfiAiLAND)....~issiq~'nup. 

ON 31 MAY- 4 JUNE 2001 . ­
OBJECTIVES: 

1. 	 JCC has committed to assist the local church to purchase a plot of 

land to build their church building~nd bury their dead. The team is 
to study the development of the project. . 

2. 	 To be involved in ministries at the mission field through words of 
encouragement from the Word and prayer. ; 

3. 	 To continue the strengtheningof relationship betweenJCC and the 
local church. 

4. 	 To be exposed to cross-cultural mis;ions. 
... "..,. 

......... ..........................................................................................,",.,',.................................................................... .................................. 








lunatic cows are not known to have made their home in Asia, "the UN Food & 
Agriculture Organisation has declared that all nations should consider themselves at risk, 
though many seem unprepared." (Commentary in 'TODAY' - 28 th March) 

As man reaps the benefits of high-speed travel facilitated by technology, will there 
be a payback time? We may try to contain physical contagions by physical means, but 
spiritual contagions have to be contained by spiritual means. Turning to the Bible for 
advice to resolve our predicaments without prayerful recourse to the Holy Spirit as our 
Counsellor is half effort with half gain. I have shared my piece (February Vine) revealing 
how the vehemence of an unnecessary debate in a faraway place on Bible translations can 
reach our shores at the speed of electrical signals just with a few clicks of the computer 
mouse. Dr Bloomquist has also helpfully shared his significant insight on the issue in 
March Vine. Before you decide that you have had enough of the Bible translations issue, 
tell me whether you feel like grinning at or lamenting the ingenuity or absurdity of a new 
translation of the Bible in Cockney slang coming out in London. If you do not know what 
Cockney is, you may be forgiven to think of the translation as cocktales after reading the 
following samples from it quoted in March 12 Newsweek or the Internet: 

i­

• 	 "God said to Noah ... I want you to build a big nanny, made from really good 
wood." (So Noah built a bloom in ' massive nanny.) 

• 	 "Jacob gave a beautiful decorated weasel to Joseph as a present." 

• 	 "Guv, please give us some Uncle Fred ... " 

• 	 Jesus making a Jim Skinner for five thousand geezers with just five loaves of 
Uncle Ned and two Lillian Gish 

• 	 David and that massive geezer Goliath ,~ ...~ It . , ,!. , tI, 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, CO(kJll~\1 
wrote the foreword to the book. .fat::,1 : : ~ . 

, 	 • r . 

"Cockney" or "Cocktales", my feeling is that the h,t....
.11- - .translation is a testimony of how the Holy Bible is subject 

I 

i-" . 

to cavalier treatment by some people. If you have played I ... ..Iii ·' , ~ the game of "passing the message from beginning of a line &
' .• ~' -.4 . 

to the end of it", you know how bit by bit distortions take . 	 '. rf· ~,i _".,k .
place along the message's 'conveyor belt' until it becomes .' ~r t _JJ. :t. t 

completely out of shape. Rather than '~[putting] energy and . : ". - '1. v ..'1 .I ·M "",~ 
;Jr":;". , ' •.• ' •• .passion back into the stories" and getting people to "[read] ..-.. .~ 

the Bible who would not normally do so ... ", according to 
the Archbishop, I fear that bit by bit, like in the "passing 
the meSsage" game, youngsters grow up to become adults who in turn lead on the 
generation after to take fancy in the so-called "bible" as a beautiful read with all the holy 
facts twisted. ' 

Human enterprise knows no limits. If the Cockney translation of the Bible is an 
example of "spiritual" inventiveness, then the race among scientists around the world to 

Bible, as real as the Christ who hung 
upon the cross, as real as the judgment 
day will be, and as real as the heaven 
and hell that will follow it. 

Look! Don't be deceived by 
appearances- men and things are not 
what they seem. All who are not on the 
rock are in the sea! Look at them from 
the standpoint of the great White 
Throne, and what a sight you have! 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God is, through 
His Spirit, in the midst of this dying 
multitude, struggling to save them. And 
He is calling on you to jump into the 
sea- to go right away to His side and 
help Him in the holy strife. Will you 
jump? That is, will you go to His feet and 
place yourself absolutely at His 
disposal? 

A young Christian once came to me, 
and told me that for some time she had 
been giving the Lord her profession and 
prayers and money, but now she 
wanted to give Him her life. She wanted 
to go right into the fight. In other words, 
she wanted to go to His assistance in 
the sea. As when a man from the shore, 
seeing another struggling in the water, 
takes off those outer garments that 
would hinder his efforts and leaps to the 
rescue, so will you who still linger on the 
bank, thinking and singing and praying 
about the poor perishing souls, lay aside 
your shame, your pride, your cares 
about other people's opinions, your love 
of ease and all the selfish loves that 
have kept you back for so long, and 
rush to the rescue of this multitude of 
dying men and women. 

Does the surging sea look dark and 
dangerous? Unquestionably it is so. 
There is no doubt that the leap for you, 

as for everyone who takes it, means 
difficulty and scorn and suffering. For 
you it may mean more than this. It may 
mean death. He who beckons you from 
the sea however, knows what it will 
mean - and knowing, He still calls to you 
and bids to you to come. 

You must do it! You cannot hold back. 
You have enjoyed yourself in 
Christianity long enough. You have had 
pleasant feelings, pleasant songs, 
pleasant meetings, pleasant prospects. 
There has been much of human 
happiness, much clapping of hands and 
shouting of praises- very much of 
heaven on earth. 

Now then, go to God and tell Him you 
are prepared as much as necessary to 
turn your back upon it all, and that you 
are willing to spend the rest of your days 
struggling in the midst of these perishing 
multitudes, whatever it may cost you. 

You must do it. With the light that is now 
broken in upon your mind and the call 
that is now sounding in your ears, and 
the beckoning hands that are now 
before your eyes, you have no 
alternative. To go down among the 
perishing crowds is your duty. Your 
happiness from now on will consist in 
sharing their misery, your ease in 
sharing their pain, your crown in helping 
them to bear their cross, and your 
heaven in going into the very jaws of 
hell to rescue them. 

Now what will you do? 

extTacte~ fTom tl1e h1ternct b'1 
Eva fr l'l1;JjI' fO'"'5 
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:':. \ .. ~ " ".' . . ' . . .. . . !lev. Terry cJ!: Sally-Kee, ' . . 
:'1 h771267 S.o~P1!-um.ijit, Rlllr)a 4 Road,-' Phra Khilllong, Bangkok 10110, Thail~/Ui. 
:-, ' , ,: ';' . May 2001 . 
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Dear praying friends, 

"To k1low the will of God is the greatest k1lowledge. To do the will of 
God is the greatest achieveme1lt. " - Dr. George W. Truett. 

Terry was elected Chairperson of the Lutheran Mission in Thailand during their 
Annual Meeting on 19 April 200 I for a term of 2 years. The pursuit to know God's will 
for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand, for the Lutheran Mission in Thailand 
and for us occupy much of his attention since. 

Much time is spent in prayer and in consultation with the Bishop as well as other 
members of the Church Council (both local members and the missionaries). Please pray 
for us that we may know God's will and do it. 

New responsibilities come with his new appointment. Pray for Terry's ability in 
managing his time well and that,in addition to his various duties, God will take what 
little he has and multiply it for His' glory. 

During the General Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand 
as well as the Joint Board Meeting for the Lutheran Mission to Thailand, several critical 
issues were raised and discussed. Please pray that the Lord will grant wisdom to the 
Executive Council of the Church, members of the Joint Boards and the Field Committee 
of the Lutheran Mission to Thailand as we work through those issues. 

As for Sally, she needs prayer for her travel to Madagascar from 9 to 19 May 
200 I for L WF Project screening meeting. Besides studying, evaluating and presenting of 
projects to the representatives of the Project Committee, she is expected to share Bible 
Devotions during the meeting. The recent hot weather left her with allergic rashes on her 
skin. Prayer for the Lord's healing or grace to endure would be much appreciated. 

We rejoice with our god-daughter, Phui, who scored a rare 4-point aggregate in 
her Primary School Leaving Examinations. Her average percentage grade of 90% grant 
her entrance into Ave Maria High School which was voted to be the best school for the 
whole of South Isaan Region. 

In the current demise or near-demise of e-portals, advertising dollars are all 
fizzling out and cannot be counted on for revival of life or just to maintain a measure of 
buoyancy when once (not so long ago) their flow was thought of as interminable and 
even youngsters prematurely planning their moves were awestruck by the great promises 
of anything to do with the Net and Technology. Don't say now that many now are not 
being caught in a net where they can neither stay comfortable nor escape. 

Man is not in charge of his destiny, which is in the hands of nature. To quote 
Franklin Roosevelt (U.S President during the Depression years), "To some generations, 
much is given. Of other generations, much is expected." The questions I would like to 

ask: "Who gives?" and "Who expects?" 

Does man give to the world the harvest of what he sows by his arrogant 
assumption of power to change the face of nature (say, with the questionable aspects of 
his work on genomics)? Does man set his own expectations for fulfilment or frustration? 
I am now not thinking of how recent history told us about fmancial institutions and 
nations plunged into misery by greed and follies or by the immeasurable power of the IT 

monster. 

Man is not only driven to dizzying heights of 

pleasure or depths of depression by the moods 

of bulls and bears; he is also the smartest 

creature on Earth being taken hostage by 


,I humble cows and lowly animals with cloven 


hooves. 


(Forget about flu-struck birds and carcinogenic 


salmons.) 


As man witnesses the incineration of pigs, sheep and cows in hundreds of 
thousands, he may sigh, "Oh poor pigs, pitiful sheep, wretched cows." Wonder aloud, 
though. whether man himself is becoming an endangered species. First it was Mad Cow 

scourge, then the HFMD epidemic, what next? 

I doubt aJl tragedies have anything to do with luck as a British farm owner 
would like to think: "Every way we turn, everything we do - it's all bad luck." 

Nevertheless, the suffering farmer and his country 

... ". .1 folks can be excused for their notion of hard luck when, '.t" -I" -, ' ~i;," 
'. : 11 ~ apart from ailing animals, they had also had more than . ..~~~ , ~ . " \ ..' ': ~\-

- I ... ~ -. . ~ - enough of a worst flood in SO years last autwlln. 
t Altogether, the financial loss from plunging farmingl ~.... ....·i .i' ''~ ~,i:
\ income (down 70%), a hefty price tag in billions of pounds~ '. ­

1'' ­ just for cows gone insane, sharp drops in tourist revenues, 
~ " :~.;.-. l'it. 
'I'~ ;1>- 1 <1. etc. is inestimable.":: '11,. , -;1: j". ra· 

Are we in Southeast Asia immune from the reverberations of happenings in Europe? 
Sadly, viruses, human disasters and Acts of God are known to travel freely at speeds 
allowed by modem technology without the checks of passports or visas. Albeit the 
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has so influenced the Buddhist concept of hell as reflected in the Yu Lan 
Pen that it is a "rojak" of Taoist / Buddhist! Confucianist concepts. 

3. 	 Buddhism has no clear explanation for the origin of life and the world's 
amazingly intricate designs. The Bible in contrast begins with that. 

4. 	 Buddhism does not really have a handle on reality - as Richard Lim noted, 
seeing everything including self as an illusion. Escapism is perhaps an apt 
descriptor. Christianity on the other hand comes to grip with the reality of 
sin and emphasize repentance and renewal of mind and life. 

5. 	 The major tenets and teachings of Buddhism have not really improved 
human civilization or culture. Look at India, China, Japan, Burma and 
Thailand the bastion of Buddhism. Their populace still languishes either in 
poverty or spirituallossness. The fact that Mother Theresa has to come in 
to render solace and alms the destitute and sick in Calcutta speaks 
volumes. It is no secret that many Thais are now disenchanted with their 
Buddhist Sangha after numerous scandals. 

6. 	 The major premise of Buddhism - the belief in reincarnation has never 
been proven under scrutiny. Many so-called phenomenal cases fell apart 
under close investigations - example the Spanish boy sensation who was 
purportedly the reincarnation of a Tibetan lama. Investigations revealed 
that his parents although Spanish and were staunch Buddhist even before 
his birth, so guess what? 

7. 	 The Buddhist's emphasis on self-effort towards enlightenment and denial of 
the Almighty Creator God can only spell disaster for humankind. Religion 
after religion, philosophy after philosophy and political systems has failed to 
bring Utopia, paradise or enlightenment to humankind. The basic reason .. 
man is by nature sinful and unclean. We need Divine Intervention.. . "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His Only Son.." John 3:16a 

8. 	 Buddhism, as Richard Lim wrote, regards despair as the beginning of 
wisdom. For Christians, the reverent fear of the LORD of hope is the 
beginning of wisdom...the fear of the LORD is the controlling principle of 
wisdom ....not recognizing or acknowledging our Creator will indeed bring 
doom to humankind. 

Finally, the Gospel is not about what we can or should do to achieve 
immortality. Neither is it a philosophy of man. It is God's revelation of what He 
has DONE for us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Hallelujah, What a Saviour!!!. 
Richard Lim's article failed to sway me an iota as to the efficacy of the Gospel. 
It is indeed Good News for modem man and throughout eternity. Amen. 

,••,'F ,.q ~:~~ 

0.;1 
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The June 200 I Certificate Of Entitlement (COE) plunged to a record low of $10 I. 
Industry sources say that those who bought their cars then had struck a windfall wllilc 
others who were still considering had missed the boat. What has this to do with me? 
Unfortunately, I am in the latter category. 

Sometime earlier this year, I had a thought of buying a new car because my current car 
had started to give me some problems. When I started to see the many new cars in our 
parking lot, the urge grew stronger. Then Bro. Leong Kok Hwa also bought a new car 
and suggested that it was time I too should make my bid. The prices of cars were 
falling and one of my colleagues even suggested I should buy a Honda City. However 

the greatest mystery was II COE TREND JUN 2000 • 2001 
when a long lost brother, 
Bernard (brother of 
Andrew) called long 
distance from Johor. We 
had lost contact for many 
years since he left 
Singapore. Before that, he 
was a member of our care 
group and also of JCC. 

Jur>- Jul- Aug- Sop- Oct· N!M Dec- Jan· Feb- Mar- Apr· May· Jur>­

While we were on the line, 
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he suddenly mentioned 
that he had a dream. In the dream, he saw me introducing him to my new car. He even 
said that his dreams had a tendency of coming true. After the call, I laughingly told my 

wife that God was trying to tell me something. 
Of course I did not take any action but instead 
continued to monitor the car price situation. 

Have I missed the boat? I don't know? 
Sometimes we as a church too, may be slow in 
taking action. We try to rationalize, monitor, 

study the situation and finally do not take any action because our calculations say it is 
not the right time. 

My hope is that God will give me a second chance and keep the COE low so that I can 
plunge in and buy a nc\ . car. Of course I am not saying that I must have a new car. No 
it is a luxury and not a necessity. It is a blessing from God if I even have a car. 

Martin Chcah 



course at Singapore 
Bible College, with a 
Masters in Music, and 
will be returning to India 
soon. 

The English Choir will 
miss her most because 
she had been working 
with them for the past 
year or so. 

When she leaves, there 
will be a vacuum in the 
choir, as they will lack a 
conductor cum pianist. 

May God provide us 
with a replacement. 

Ronnie Lim has been posted to Shanghai by his company. 
He will be therefor at least the next 3 years. Due to his 
departure, a vacancy has arisen in the English Council. This is 
a mighty big boot to fill but ifGod has called you, lie will 
empower you to jill the post. 

We wish Ronnie, Nancy andfamily a safe journey and may God 
protect and watch over them while they are away from us. May 
He also bless thisfamily with a vision for the lost in Shanghai 
and grant them wisdom to start a great ministry there. 

lIey, 1hear his nell' car is for sale. Any takers? 

r"'Th~"d~';i'~~"~'i'~k~d"~~"ili'~"~ffi~~"~'h~;;~"~~d..~~·dd·~·d··~·;~~;h~·~·i~~·i·i;·~·~··~·~·~··~·f·h·i·~·············· ..1 
i patients described a problem he was having. "Hm. yes. Well, come in tomorrow i 
i morning and I'll have a look. Today? No, I'm SOITY, but I have eighteen cavities to i 

i fill today. See you tomorrow at nine." Dutifully noting the appointment on his i
I calendar, he then picked up his golfbag and left the office whistling. i 
!...............................................................,................................................................................................................................,....................................................1 
, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father. This month, Buddhists celebrate 
the Vesak Day to commemorate the enlightenment cif Buddha. Richard Lim, 
senior SPH Editor, wrote an article in the Sunday Times, May 6, entitled 

"Eastern Wisdom, Western Front". He noted that "Buddhism 
may be all but dead in India, but it i.s certainly very much 
embraced in the West, with hundreds of centers, monasteries 
and retreats all over." He quoted Albert Einstein as saying, 
~'The religion of the future will be a cosmic religion. If there is 
any religion that could cope with modern scientific needs, it 
would be Buddhism." It appears that Christianity is losing 
ground and. waning. Does Buddhism pose a serious 

challenge to Christianity? In some sense yes, but in I 
reality no. Let me explain: . COE 

plunges to 1. 	 Traditionally many Chinese shy away from 
Christianity saying that it is a foreign religion with $101. ... 
Western roots. Buddhism is interesting. It is' an 

read my story 
equally foreign religion with roots among the I.ndo­

inside
Aryan races. So the widespread acceptance of 

Buddhism among Chinese in Singapore and 

elsewhere essentially demolished the flimsy reason 

for rejecting Christianity as foreign religion. 


2. 	 Buddhism 'has no systematic cosmology - what I 
mean is that, one' is hard-pressed to find any 
Coherent account of the origin of the universe. So 
far I only came across in the Agunna Sutra, a 
Buddhist text, a very brief and skimpy account of the beginning of the 
universe. Most Buddhist cosmologies of heavens are speculative. Their 
idea of hell is also no less incoherent and ill defined. In fact the Chinese 

I 


